
December-January Highlights
By Gia Patel and Neissa Filias



Senior Class Event- Winter Wonderland (12/20)

On December 20th, the Senior Class Council organized a fundraising event in the UHS cafeteria with a captivating 

'winter wonderland' theme. The event featured engaging activities, including a Gingerbread House competition, a 

cookie decorating station, and a hot chocolate bar, providing students with a delightful and festive experience.



Mean Girls Production (January 19-21)

On January 19-21, the Union High 

School Performing Arts Company  

(UHSPAC) successfully staged a 

captivating production of the musical 

"Mean Girls."

Emotions ran high as many 

performers acknowledged the 

possibility that this could be the last 

production of 2024. Seniors, in 

particular, described the experience 

as 'bittersweet,' bidding farewell to the 

stage while holding onto cherished 

memories."

(Framer Frontline Newspaper Promo)



TUPS Parents Academy (January 18)

On January 18, the TUPS Parents Academy conducted a seminar at the UHS Library to explore the 

profound effects of stress on both physical and mental health. The event underscored Union's 

commitment to prioritizing the well-being of not only the community but also each individual. This 

seminar is part of a series of initiatives organized by TUPS, exemplifying the significance of 

collective and individual well-being within the Union community.



7th & 8th Grade Info Night

Held in the UHS big gym was the yearly info night for middle schoolers. Students 

were introduced to an array of extracurriculars at Union High including sports 

such as track and extra curriculars including dance team.



Winter Coat Drive (January 2-February 1)

The UHS Empower Club is proud to 

announce their Winter Coat Drive, 

taking place from January 2 to 

February 1. This initiative aims to 

support families in need by accepting 

both new and gently used coats. In 

alignment with Union High 

commitment to community service, 

the UHS Empower Club, along with 

other affiliated clubs, remains 

dedicated to making a positive impact 

and exemplifying the value of 

compassion and assistance.



Plans of UHS Fashion Show (Senior Class Council & 
Student Council)

The Senior Council and Student Council are 

delighted to announce their collaborative effort in 

organizing the 2024 UHS Fashion Show. This 

annual tradition, featuring our very own UHS 

students as models, is eagerly anticipated by the 

entire school community. As plans unfold and 

additional details are solidified, I am enthusiastic 

about delving into this project and providing 

updates. This is an exciting and memorable event 

ahead.



Athletic Accolades…



This past Saturday our high school hosted the Union County Wrestling Tournament. 16 Union County schools competed in 
the day long tournament. UHS Senior Daniel (Dan) Collin won the Union County Championship at the 175 pound weight 
class defeating Joey Acinapura of Cranford by pin. Dan is the first Union County Champion since 2017. Union’s Aziel 
Azeredo finished second in the 138 pound weight class and Union finished fifth in the team standings. The Union High 
School Wrestling team is currently 10-4 and ranked 4th in North Jersey Section 2 Group 5.

Alissa Alcindor is the top ranked female wrestler at 235 in NJ. Earlier in January she finished first in the Elizabeth Lady 
Minutemen Tournament and first at the Bergen County Girls Wrestling Invitational. Christine Pierre- Louis finished third at 
these two tournaments for Union.

UHS Wrestling



1) The Union High School Track throwers 

competed in the Pioneer Shot Put night. 

Esther Amadi and Baba Olowe finished in first 

place.

UHS Track

2) The Union High School Track Program competed 
at the Union County Championships 1/19

-The Girls 4x400m of Muscat, Kidd, Onwunali, 
and Portuondo earned 2nd place

-Caleb Duvelson earned 2nd in the Shot Put 
with a PR of 49-0 

-Mikarla Portuondo earned 4th in the 400m 
with a PR of 59.48 and 6th in the 200m.

-Cassidy Kidd earned 6th in the 800m



Congratulations to long time Union High School Track Coach Bill Soranno

Coach Soriano has been inducted  into the New Jersey Scholastic Coaching Associations Hall of Fame 

Class of 2024. Coach Soranno coached track and cross country at UHS for over 30 years and accumulated 

hundreds of wins, over 30 county champions, section champions, and group state champions.



Union Student Representative

Samantha Turner, a senior at UHS is a member of the UHS Field Hockey, Basketball, and Track 

team. She represented Union at the “National Women and Girls in Sports” Day at Rutgers 

University, during the Rutgers Women’s basketball game on Sunday January 14th.



December Athletes of the Month

1. Arian Betances- Boys Swimming
2. Frances Batulan- Girls Swimming
3. Samad Alim- Bowling
4. Gabriel Hargrove- Wrestling

Please be sure to follow the UHS Sports page, @Unionhs_sports to keep up with all of 
Union’s latest achievements. 



Union Bowling

Samad Alim is competing in the Union County Boys Bowling Championship today at Jersey Lanes in 
Linden. Samad was in 6th place qualifying for the finals. Only the top 15 bowlers in the county qualify 
for the finals.

Mikayla May is competing in the Union County Girls Bowling Championship today at Jersey Lanes in 
Linden. Mikayla is ranked 6th in the county.



Thank you. 
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